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Claims 



This listing of ciaims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Ciaims: 

I claim: 

1,-13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) An e-mail system for exchanging messages among users of 
the system, the system comprising: 

a sender aoeft tsubsvstem for transmitting a message from a sender to a 

receiver, the sender aaefrt subsvstem having access to a listing of 

categories; 

a receiver aaefri subsystem for receiving the message, the receiver age nt 
recognizing — the — listing — of — Gat e ge riess ubsystem being in data 
communication with the sender subsystem : 

wherein the sender agent and the recei ver aa e nt neaotiat e subsvstem is configured to 
identify a categor y for the message based on the listing of categories for asso ciating 
the categoQMA/ife -th e- m ess ag e T to initiate a negotiation process with the receiver 




subsystem, to associate the category with the message upon receiving an 
indication from the receiver subsystem that the category is recognized bv the 
receiver subsystem and to transmit the categorized message to the receiver 
subsystem . 

15. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, wherein the n ea ot ia te d recog n i zed 
category b e longs to the l isti ng o f cate a or i e s is identical to a receiver category . 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, wherein the neaotiated recognized 

category is mapped from on e -oMh e c a tegories be l onging to th e list i ng of cat e gori esa 

receiver category . 
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17. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, wherein the ft ea otiated recoq n ized 
category is a new category added to ajisting of r ece i yer .categories, 

18. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, further comprising a storage 
module, the storage module storing a copy of the categorized message according to 
the negotiat e d category associated with the categorized message . 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18, wherein the storage module indexes 
the copy of the categorized message according to the n e ootiated associated 
category. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, further comprising an intermediary 
aaent subsvstem . wherein the listing of categories is provided to the sender 
agent subsvstem through the intermediary aoen tsubsystem . 

21. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20, wherein the listing of categories is a 
union of a first listing provided by the intermediary aaee tsubsvstem and a second 
listing provided by the sender aoef rtsubsvstem . 

22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20, further comprising a sender 
intermediary agent — fef subsystem, the sender intermediary subsystem 
communicating with said intermediary aoef rtsubsvstem to negotiate sa&the category. 

23. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, wherein said sender 
agen tsubsvstem further includes a user interface for presenting the listing of categories 
to the sender to select the category therefrom. 

24. (Currently Amended) A system for classifying messages transmitted by a message 
exchange system, the message exchange system including a sending subsystem for 
transmitting a message from a sender to a receiver and a receiving subsystem for 
receiving the message, the system comprising: 

a negotiation module for n e gotiat i ng a c at eg o ry to b e a s s o ciat e d w it h the 
m e ssage and for , the negotiation module maintaining a listing of 
categories; 
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said negotiation module including a sender agent for d e t er mi ning the subsvstem 
for initiating negotiation of a category f r om th e l isting of cat e gories and 
a receiver agen ts ubsvstem for providing the sender a§ent 
with subsvstem with an indication that the category is acceptable to 
the receiver system. 

wherein the sender subsystem is configured to identify the category for the 
message based on the listing of categories , to initiate a negotiation process with 
the receiver subsystem, and to associate the category with the message to obtain 
a categorized message upon receiving an indication from the receiver subsystem 
that the category is recognized bv the receiver subsystem . 

25. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein said sender 
aaent subsvstem has access to a listing of sender categories and is operative to 
deduce the category from the listing of categories maintained by the negotiation module 
and the listing of sender categories, 

26. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein the category is a common 
category belonging to the listing of sender categories and the listing of categories 
maintained by the negotiation module. 

27. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein the category belongs to 
one of the two listings and is mapped to a second category belonging to the other of the 
two listings. 

28. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein the category belongs to 
one of the two listings and is a new category added to the other of the two listings. 

29. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein the message exchange 
system further includes a plurality of receiving subsystems for receiving the message for 
a plurality of receivers, said negotiation module further including a plurality of receiver 
aaente subsvstems . each of said plurality of receiver aacnts subsvstems being 
operative to provide said sender agent — with — a — co rr espo nding — Hstmg — ef 
cat e aori es subsvstem with an indication that the category is recognized bv each 
receiver subsystem . 
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30. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 29, wherein said negotiation module is 
configured to establish a common category for a subset of said plurality of receivers and 
to associate said common category with the message for said subset of receivers. 

31 (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein said negotiation includes 
the use of one or more intermediary aaen tesubsvstems . said one or more intermediary 
aoerrts s u bs vstems having access to at least a separate listing of additional categories, 
and wherein the category is d e t ermine d rdentified from a union of said separate listing 
of additional categories and the listing of categories, 

32, (Currently Amended) The system of claim 31, wherein at least one of said one or 
more intermediary aaents subsvstems is selected by said receiver aa&at subsvstem . 

33, (Currently Amended) The system of claim 31, said receiver aaefrt subsvstem 
further comprising a search module for searching for and selecting said one or more 
intermediary aoefris subsvstems , 

34, (Currently Amended) The system of claim 31, wherein at least one of said one or 
more intermediary a^errt ssubs vstems is selected by said sender aoef rtsubsvstem . 

35, (Previously Presented) The system of claim 24, further comprising a user interface 
for presenting to a sender the listing of categories for the sender to select the category 
therefrom, 

36, (Previously Presented) The system of claim 35, said negotiation module is 
configurable through the user interface to either negotiate the category free of 
interactive input from the sender or to receive an indication of the category from the 
sender through the user interface. 

37, (Currently Amended) A method of managing messages transmitted by a message 
exchange system, the message exchange system including a sender aaent subsvstem 
for transmitting a message from a sender to a receiver and a receiver agen ts ubsvstem 
for receiving the message, comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a listing of categories; 

providing the listing of categories to the sender aaent subsystem : 



21747359.1 



Application No. 10/774,877 

Amendment Dated: April 30, 2008 

Reply to Office Action of: February 4, 2008 



Page 7 



d e t e rmining the sender subsystem identifying a category te-b e -a ss eei ated 

w&hfor the message using the listing of categories; 
the sender subsystem communicating the category to the receiver 

subsystem: 

the receiver subsystem providing an indication that receiver subsystem 

recognizes the category; and 
associating the recognized category with the message to be transmitted to 

obtain a categorized message . 

38, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 37 wherein the step of 
d e terminina identifving the category includes selecting the category from the listing of 
categories, 

39. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 38 wherein the step of 
determining identifying the category includes displaying the listing of categories for the 
sender to select, 

40. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 37 wherein the step of 
d e terminina identifving the category includes mapping a second category belonging to 
th e fisting of c a t e oori es recognized by the receiver subsystem to the category. 

41. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 37 wherein the step of 
determinina identifving the category includes adding a new category to thea listing of 
receiver categories and mapping the new category to the category, 

42, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 37 further comprising the steps of: 

identifying an intermediary, said intermediary having access to a second listing of 
a plurality of categories; 

wherein the step of d e t e r -m i R m a identifving the category includes concurrent use of both 
the listing of categories and the second listing of the plurality of categories, 

43, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 37 wherein the step of obtaining the 
listing of categories includes; 

obtaining a first listing of a first plurality of categories from a first intermediary, 
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retrieving a second listing of a second plurality of categories from a storage 
location maintained by said receiver aaeat su bsvstem , 

producing the listing of categories from a union of the first listing and the second 
listing, 

44, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 37 further comprising: 

storing the categorized message together with an indication of the category 
associated therewith, 

45, (Currently Amended) The method of ciaim 44 further comprising: 

segregating the categorized message based on the indication of the category. 

46, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 44 further comprising: 

indexing the categorized message based on the indication of the category. 

47, (Currently Amended) A method of transmitting a message to a receiver for a 
sender in a message exchange system, the sender having a sender 
aeeRt subsvstem for sending the message and the receiver having a receiver 
aGeftt subsvstem for receiving the message, the sender agentsubsystem having 

access to a listing of categ or ies-Feeogf ri ze d - by 4h e roce i v e r a g ent , the method 

comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a destination address from the sender for identifying the receiver 

the r e cei v er a gent; 
receiving information from the sender to be included in the message; 
the sender subsystem negotiating a category with the receiver 

agee tsubsystem. the category being identified by the sender 

subsystem based on the information and the listing of categories; 
associating the category with the message to categorize the message only 

upon receiving an indication from the receiver subsystem that the 

category is acceptable : and 
transmitting the categorized message to the receiver agent the m e ssag e b ei n g 

associated with th e cateoorv subsystem . 
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48. {Previously Presented) The method of claim 47 wherein the step of negotiating the 
category includes selecting the category from the listing of categories. 

49. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 47 wherein the step of negotiating the 
category includes mapping a second category belonging to the listing of categories to 
the category. 

50. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 47 wherein the step of negotiating the 
category includes adding a new category to the listing of categories and mapping the 
new category to the category. 

51 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 47, further comprising: 

selecting an intermediary, the listing of categories being maintained by the 

intermediary; and 
obtaining the listing of categories from the intermediary. 

52. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium containing computer program 
instructions for classifying messages sent over a communications network by a 
message exchange system, the message exchange system including a sender 
aaeflt subsvstem for transmitting a message from a sender to a receiver and a 
receiver aaeF rtsubsvstem for receiving the message, said computer readable 
medium containing instructions for: 

providing a listing of categories to the sender agea tsubsvstem : 
n e aoti a ti ftQ causinq the sender subsystem to initiate negotiation with the 
receiver system to agree on a category to be associat e d with for the 
messaae-astf& h the category being selected according to the listing of 
categories; and 

associating the category with the message upon receiving an indication from 
the receiver system that the category is acceptable to the receiver 
subsystem . 

53. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 52, wherein the 
step of n e aotiatina negotiation includes at least one of; selecting the category from the 
listing of categories, mapping a second category belonging to thea listing o f receiver 
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categories to the category, and creating and mapping a new category belonging to the 
listing of receiver categories to the category, 

54, (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 52, containing 
further instructions for producing a user interface, and wherein the instructions for 
negotiating the category include displaying the list of categories to the sender for 
selection and receiving from the sender an identification of the category through the 
user interface. 

55, (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 52, wherein the 
instructions for associating the category with the message include inserting an 
indication of the category in a section of the message. 

56, (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 52, wherein the 
instructions for associating the category with the message include inserting an 
indication of the category in a header of the message. 
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